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In this important work Professor Elton continues for another
half century the survey of English Literature which Inaugurated
with the two volumes published in 1912, covering the period from
1780 to 1830. A second edition of the earlier work appears con-
temporaneously with the two new volumes. The plan and
arrangement of both books is the same. With regard to the
later one the author in his preface says, " Here are another fifty
years chronicled; that they form a real, not an artificial period,
the book itself must prove. And the aim is still critical, rather
than simply historical, although the historical pattern and back-
ground have been kept well in mind, I hope, at least, to have
shown that more Victorian prose and verse deserves to live than
is sometimes imagined. No doubt if any one born in the present
century reads these pages and is led back by them to the liter-
ature itself, it is he that will be the real judge of my findings.
He will turn away, very properly, from whatever seems an
unearthing of dead bones. But I have tried to be on guard